Best Website Contest
2010 ~ 2011
The Maryland State Council is again sponsoring the Best Website Contest as an incentive for each Council and Circle to help meet its responsibility to report Knights of Columbus news to its membership.  Participation in this contest is optional; however each Grand Knight and Chief Squire is encouraged to enter their website in this prestigious activity.  There will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards given for both the best Council and best Squire Circle web site, at the State Convention in Ocean City, Maryland.

An council or circle website can play an important role in the ongoing success of a Council or Circle.  Visitors to the site are not necessarily just looking for dates of forthcoming activities and events.  They may be searching for news, photos and other information that may entice them to stay actively involved or hoping to retrieve specific answers to questions.  Topical websites can also encourage inactive members to begin to attend Council/Circle meetings and may also serve as a powerful recruiting tool.

Grand Knight or Chief Squire’s Role in his Council/Circle’s Website

As the leader of your Council/Circle, it is your responsibility to encourage your webmaster to keep your website timely and informative.  This is done best by keeping him “in the informational loop” just as you keep your newsletter editor fully informed.  

Guidance to the Webmaster

The Webmaster should endeavor to keep the website topical and updated regularly and most importantly, see that it contains information needed to accurately represent Council/Circle events.  Like a news bulletin, every website will differ from every other.  Clearly, a website should not be just a newsletter maintained on line!  Items that work best on the web tend to be somewhat different than those that are useful in the newsletter.  For this reason, the web is ideal for showing your Knights/Squires in Action if quality digital images are available.  Also, if adequate server space is available, files can be archived on the website, which acts as a major feature.  These stored items could include documents or schedules, archived newsletters, photo galleries, “targeted” write ups from Program Chairmen, the Pastor, the Chaplain, the Grand Knight, the Chief Squire, Pro Life Committee, the Insurance Representative, the District Deputy and so on.  The archived material can be generic - meaning it is useful any time of the year - or it could be seasonal - Program Chairmen reports would fall in this category.  Remember too that the average visitor to a website stays only 3 to 5 clicks on that site.  So, if you haven’t captured a person’s interest quickly, they are unlikely to stay.  Technical innovation is not a requirement. The State is not looking for “bells and whistles.”  It is the content, the innovation in its use, articles or documents that can be downloaded, and ease of navigation that make a website good.
To Enter

All councils or circles need to submit the following information.  Just complete the entry form below and return it to the State Webmaster on or before February 12, 2011.  Websites will be visited between February 15th and March 15th, with no advance notice to the Council or Circle.  This will permit the judges to evaluate each site just as council members would see it.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jim Parshall at (301) 926-8667.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Website Competition Application

Council/Circle

Name:





Number:


Website URL:



Webmaster’s Name & e-mail address:

Mail to: James F. Parshall
19520 Divot Place

Montgomery Village, MD. 20886

Or JamesFParshall@gmail.com
