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Teach The Children 
Over 220 members of the State Council team 

assembled at Sacred Heart Council on December 

10 to celebrate the Christmas season and receive 

a well deserved ñthank you for all you doò from 

the State Deputy. 

        After a short meeting of the District Depu-

ties and State Officers at 6:30, all joined in the 

main ball room for drinks and appetizers which 

included a host of cheeses, fresh vegetables for 

dipping, shrimp and cocktail sauce, and broiled 

scallops wrapped in bacon. 

        Dozens of Christmas gifts, donations, reli-

gious articles, and decorated ñshoe boxesò were 

brought to the party, filled with useful personal 

items for a seaman on a short stay here in Balti-

moreôs harbor.  They were deposited in the coun-

cil lobby in preparation for their delivery by 

Chairman Innocent DôAlmeida to Monsignor 

Fitzgerald in support of the Apostleship of the 

Sea. 

        State Secretary Bill Kuchmas collected 

checks totaling over $3,000 made out to the Little 

Sisters of the Poor. 

        First Lady Francineôs ladies were assem-

bling large baskets of goodies for the raffle to be 

conducted later in the evening ï an effort to raise 

money for the ladies events at the next state con-

vention.  A big draw for the men was a large bas-

ket full of the latest and greatest hand tools and a 

torch set donated by Brother Gary Armbruster. 

        After a blessing offered by State Chaplain 

Father Donald Grzymski, a plated dinner was 

served to the guests with ham, turkey, whipped 

potatoes, gravy,  cranberry sauce, warm rolls,  

and a vegetable medley.  Christmas music 

(including a bit of Motown and smooth jazz) was 

offered during the dinner by D.J. Mike Daven-

port, PGK from Fletcher Council. 

        After dinner we were entertained by Christ-

mas Carols offered by the J. Kemp Cook 4th De-

gree Menôs Choir under the direction of the Mas-

ter of the Archdiocese of Washington District, 

Charles Smallwood.  Listeners there that even-

ing, will agree that Charles does indeed give an 

animated performance.  Of particular note was 

their beautiful rendition of ñOh Holy Nightò, per-

formed in two part harmony by Diane Wood and 

Gloria Burley with the choir in powerful accom-

paniment on the refrains.   

        The State Deputyôs Core Team; along with 

State Lecturer Joe Feakes; District Deputies Tom 

Irwin, Jack Giacalone, and Yen Le and their la-

dies; and Former Master of the 4th Degree Carl 

Roberts provided a touching presentation of the 

birth of Jesus.  Included in it was an explanation 

of the significance of each of the icons of Christ-

mas (star, red ornaments, tree, candy cane, can-

dles, etc) ï as Santa drew them out of his bag - 

along with a special request from him to ñTeach 

the Childrenò.   

        All of this to remind us that Christmas is not 

about Santa, but about the birth of Christ and it is 

up to us to keep that message going in this ever 

increasingly secular world. 
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My Brothers and Ladies, I hope you got 

past Christmas OK. It can be a beautiful 

time of the year if kept in its proper per-

spective.  I want to thank Fred Dickens, 

Joe Feakes, Carl Roberts, Charles Small-

wood and members of my DD team and 

their ladies for their contributions to the 

State Council Christmas party ï and keep-

ing us all in the proper perspective for 

Christmas.  Teaching the children about 

the significance of Christmas has got to be 

our responsibility especially during this 

time of year. 

        Judging from the articles in the past six issues of the Beacon, 

and the council newsletters that Iôve read; weôve had a very active 

and productive first half of the year.  We still see some councils 

struggling for membership, but nonetheless as we read this issue of 

the Beacon, we see our councils conducting programs that are serv-

ing their communities and Church in ways that are to be commend-

ed.  And after all, itôs what we accomplish that matterôs most.   

        Not to take away from membership though - volunteers need 

backups, and sooner or later replacements, if our good works are to 

continue.  New recruits are like money saved in a rainy day fund.  

The assets are collected in advance so theyôll be there when needed, 

and if they are properly placed, they continue to grow in the process.  

Thatôs why we tell you that getting your new members active is the 

first step in retention.  Just like the rainy day fund, we want these 

new assets in an interest bearing account!  

        Now staring us in the face are two big events ï the mid term 

meeting and income taxes.  I canôt help you with the latter, but Iôm 

really excited about the former.  This is a key meeting of the year for 

both State Secretary Bill Kuchmas and me.  We both have an oppor-

tunity to spend the day with the men who are, or in Billôs case, soon 

will be the leaders of our teams.  It is the only opportunity other than 

the Grand Knights college, that we have a structured but open oppor-

tunity to exchange information and make sure weôre all on the same 

page when it comes to our programs and our membership.  I ask all 

DDs and GKs attending this session to make note of other GKs that 

missed it.  Get the word out to them regarding what they missed.  

Just because theyôve come before doesnôt mean they wonôt learn 

something new this time. 

        We hope you liked the recently released special edition of The 

Beacon.  A tip of the hat must go to State Editor Vernon Hawkins for 

successfully developing two issues of the newsletter in parallel dur-

ing the month of December ï the special edition and this January 

edition.  He didnôt miss a beat even though working through Christ-

mas.  Now Steve Ransdell is looking at ways to condense that 14 

page special edition to a single front-to-back sheet of paper that can 

be used by you as a recruiting handout.  If youôve got any ideas on 

how that should look, please let him know. 

        Francine and I wish you all a ñHappy New Yearò - and hereôs 

looking forward to our mid term meeting to kick off an even better 

second half of this term. 
 

Pete 

State Deputy Peter Davio 

STATE DEPUTYôS REMARKS STATE CHAPLAINôS MESSAGE 

In late November I had the wonderful 

opportunity to attend a meeting of state 

chaplains in Nashville.  The last morning 

of the chaplainsô meeting, we met and 

worked with the state deputies who had 

gathered for their mid-year meeting, and I 

think all found this session helpful.   

        As the New Year gets underway it is 

a wonderful opportunity to share some 

of this meeting with you.  Itôs real focus 

was on the faith growth of each of us as 

Knights, and how we can help our brother Knights, and their fami-

lies, to be better Catholics, better parents and spouses, better neigh-

bors and parishioners, better in all we do for Church and society 

because of our faith. 

        The Knights of Columbus accomplish many good things for 

many needs, but if we arenôt becoming better disciples in the pro-

cess we are only social workers.  As a chaplain and a priest I am 

excited by this new emphasis in our Order, and I feel challenged to 

find waysðalong with our council chaplainsðto help our Knights 

and their families grow spiritually each and every year.   

        Since it is a new year I will make a few suggestions for reso-

lutions: 
 

§ Make attendance and active participation in Sunday 
Mass a priority of your week. 

§ Pray daily: for your family, for the Church and your 
parish, for your council and its activities, for peace, 

for vocations. 

§ Remind yourself when doing charitable work that is 
it for love of God and neighbor, and out of gratitude 

for your blessings. 

§ Read something about our Faith each week (in Co-

lumbia magazine, your diocesan paper, or a book 

you choose). 

§ Go to confession periodically.  Itôs really the only 
way to put the sins of the past behind, and to start 

fresh with Godôs grace. 

§ Pray for the beatification of Fr. McGivney, and if not 
a member, join the Fr. McGivney Guild.  (Itôs free, 

go to www.fathermcgivney.org). 

§ Speak up for your faith, and let it guide your actions, 
your voting, all aspects of your life. 

         

 

        Show you are a person of joy, because you are a child of the 

Father, saved by the Son, given hope by the Holy Spirit. 

        May you and your loved ones have a New Year of many 

blessings. 

Fr. Donald Grzymski, OFM  Conv. 

SUBMISSIONS  
 

When your council has an event worthy to be shown to the entire State, 

write an appropriate article 300 to 400 words long, mentioning the 

Council, title and date in which it took place; attach a photo or two and 

send everything to me at vhawkinsjr@aol.com by the 15th of the previ-

ous month of publication. Action photos are preferred to posed groups, 

and if they show our logo somewhere, even better. Your submission 

will be evaluated with similar ones to appear in a future issue. 

   Vernon Hawkins, Jr., Editor 
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VOICES OF THE BISHOPS 

Guard Your Hearts 

The Archdiocese of Washington Anti-Pornography Task Force 
 

In obedient service to Jesus Christ and his Church, the 

Knights of Columbus are guardians.  The theme of guarding shapes 

every good work of the Knights, from the ñKeeping Christ in Christ-

masò campaign to the Tootsie Roll drive to help people with develop-

mental disabilities.  Concerning the work of guarding, the author of 

Proverbs teaches us, ñWith closest custody, guard your heart, for in it 

are the sources of lifeò (Prov. 4:23).  He goes on to highlight one spe-

cific meaning of guarding your heart, ñLet your eyes look straight 

ahead and your glance be directly forward.ò  When you read these 

words, think about the royal guards at Buckingham Palace who look 

straight ahead despite the attempts of many tourists to distract them. 

        There are so many things that distract us from looking forward 

toward the prize. For men in particular the greatest temptation comes in 

the form of pornography, which is a direct attack against the family and 

against every man, woman, and child. 

        Cardinal Donald Wuerl, the Archbishop of Washington, in his 

pastoral letter Disciples of the Lord: Sharing the Vision, tells us that 

ñThe attempt to recast human sexuality as casual and entirely recrea-

tional has led to an untold weakening of and continued assault on mar-

riage and familyéò  This view of sexuality is a powerful obstacle to 

hearing the Good News, but as faithful Catholics we know that there is 

more to the story.  God sent his Son, Jesus, to heal our hearts and bod-

ies and restore our sight.  Cardinal Wuerl continues: ñBut no darkness, 

no matter how dense, can thwart or shroud the seed of new life waiting 

to emerge in this fresh momenté.ò  This fresh moment to hear the 

Good News about Jesus again is an opportunity to renew our own faith.  

Truth be told, the use of internet pornography today is no less prevalent 

among Catholics than anyone else; but like nowhere else, we have the 

tools required to help guard our eyes and combat this sin: faithful sci-

ence and Godôs grace.   

        In order to formally address the assault of pornography on our 

families and children, the Archdiocese of Washington recently initiated 

a task force comprised of experts in parish ministry and clinical psy-

chology.  The purpose of the Anti-Pornography Task Force is to listen 

to the needs and concerns of priests and laity and to set annual goals for 

parishes and schools to teach and equip families and individuals with 

the tools to guard themselves against pornography. 

        The task force has three specific goals: 1) Increasing awareness so 

that the prevalence and harmful effects of pornography are truly 

known; 2) Education, through which parents and educators can gain 

assistance with creating safe environments at school and home for chil-

dren and families to thrive; and 3) Healing, by offering resources to 

clergy, schools, and parish leaders to help heal wounded hearts and 

raise up the fallen so that forgiveness may be found and families 

healed. 

        In anticipation of Lent, the archdiocesan Anti-Pornography Task 

Force is already at work assembling resources to be distributed to dioc-

esan priests.  They are compiling lists of approved therapists and clinics 

who can help men and women address this sexual addiction.  In addi-

tion, the task force is preparing a parent resource sheet to help raise 

awareness among families and give suggestions for talking about this 

issue with their children in straightforward and appropriate ways. 

        The Knights of Columbus have pledged their undying fealty to the 

Church as guardians who witness to the faith and promote flourishing 

families.  You can do your part by promoting this initiative in your 

councils and, if your eyes have strayed, guard your heart by going to 

confession and asking your priest for help to overcome this temptation 

to look away from Christ.  If you have any questions about the Anti-

Pornography Task Force in the Archdiocese of Washington or would 

like someone to come speak to your council about this initiative, please 

contact Mr. Rick Kramer, member of St. Hugh of Grenoble Council 

10885 and Associate Director for Evangelization and Family Life, at 

rkramer@adw.org or 301-853-4546. 

Our Ladyôs visit occurred at 

the height of the Franco-

Prussian War. Pontmain lay 

between the oncoming Prussian 

invaders and the city of Laval. 

With the sound of gunfire in 

the distance, two young broth-

ers, Eugene and Joseph Barba-

dette, were pounding animal 

feed with their father when 

they saw a beautiful woman 

above the village church. Years 

later, an adult Joseph (who 

became a priest) recounted: 
 

She was young and tall of stat-

ure, clad in a garment of deep 

blue, like balls of indigo such as laundresses use for rinsing linen. 

Her dress was covered with brilliant gold stars. The sleeves were 

ample and long. She wore slippers of the same blue as the dress, 

ornamented with gold bows. On the head was a black veil half 

covering the forehead, concealing the hair and ears, and falling 

over the shoulders. Above this was a crown resembling a diadem, 

higher in front than elsewhere, and widening out at the sides. A 

red line encircled the crown at the middle. Her hands were small 

and extended toward us as in the ómiraculous medal.ô Her face 

had the most exquisite delicacy and a smile of ineffable sweet-

ness. The eyes, of unutterable tenderness, were fixed on us. Like a 

true mother, she seemed happier in looking at us than we in con-

templating her. 
 

A crowd gathered to pray as word quickly spread among the anx-

ious villagers. Children saw the beautiful Lady, and gleefully 

pointed up to her. Adults, however, only saw 3 stars forming a 

triangle! As they prayed the Rosary, the children saw the gar-

mentôs stars multiply until it was almost entirely gold. Next, the 

children saw a banner unfurl beneath the Lady. Slowly, a message 

appeared: ñBut pray, my children. God will hear you in time. My 

Son allows Himself to be touched.ò Upon hearing the message 

read aloud, the crowd spontaneously began the hymn ñMother of 

Hope.ò As they sang, Our Lady laughed and joined in the singing. 
 

The children squealed with delight as her hands kept time with the 

music, conducting their song. When the crowd began ñMy Sweet 

Jesus,ò her expression changed to profound sadness and a red 

crucifix appeared in her hands, with the words ñJesus Christò 

above it. Her eyes mournfully contemplated the cross during the 

hymn. As the people sang the ñAve Maris Stella,ò the cross van-

ished, and her smile returned, though with a touch of melancholy. 

Two small white crosses then appeared on her shoulders before 

Our Lady disappeared behind a cloud. 
 

The apparition lasted for 3-hours. In that time, the people of Pont-

main heard a lessening in the distant sounds of war. During the 

evening, the Prussians ceased their advance and, 12-days later, the 

war ended. Just as Our Lady promised, God heard their prayers 

for peace. Devotion rapidly spread under the title Our Lady of 

Hope of Pontmain and, in 1900 the Bishop consecrated a magnifi-

cent Cathedral commemorating the apparition. The tiny chapel 

over which she appeared remains nearby in its original state. 

Marian Title for January  

Our Lady of  
    Hope of Pontmain  
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